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Synopsis

(Music Sales America). The mandolin delivers the clean, sharp solo sound that defined some of the
greatest bluegrass recordings of the 1950s. Now you can learn to play famous fiddle tunes specially
arranged for mandolin. Each song includes performance notes which give you helpful hints and tips
on playing slides, double stops, fiddle shuffles, tremolos, ornaments, syncopations, and much more!
The accompanying CD features specially mixed tracks that let you hear the mandolin alone, the
mandolin with the backing track, or just the backing track so you can play along! Get started
flatpickin’ now with songs like: Blackberry Blossom * Kentucky Mandolin * Old Joe Clark * Salt

Creek * Turkey in the Straw * and more.
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Customer Reviews

Bob Grant is an Educator, Writer, and renowned recording artist. He has played with Tim Graves &
Cherokee. George Clark & Dixie Flyer, Gail Davies, Jessi Alexander, Dierks Bentley, and The
Feverbeats. He founded The Metropolitan Bluegrass Authority, An Umbrella Organization for
Bluegrass Musicians. in New York City. Bob is also a graduate of Boston’s Berklee College of Music

where he earned a B.M. in Film Scoring.

After working my way through most of this book | have a few observations. First, | have enjoyed the
versions of these common fiddle tunes -- they’re varied and interesting. However, there are a few

deficiencies. The biggest one is the CD itself -- all of the pieces are played only at full speed. While



this is helpful in understanding the overall rhythm of a piece, it is not a very good aid to learning for
those of us who only aspire to that level of proficiency. | found it necessary to use software to slow
down these pieces when working on the more challenging sections. Another issue is the way the
music is laid out in measures of 16th notes. This makes for rather long measures as opposed to 8th
notes which (I think) is a more common way to present music in the bluegrass community. This
book/CD would be greatly improved with slow and fast versions of both the pieces and backing

tracks.

This is for a beginner, like if you picked up a mandolin 2 weeks ago and have practiced every day
since. | guess I'm past that level. | hope to learn the ones | don’t know out of here, and also hope
my child who plays fiddle can learn them, so we can JAM! If you are thinking about picking up an
instrument that is fun, you have got to try mandolin. It is a blast even to play by yourself. And the
fiddle has the same string notation, so you are learning two instrument at once.If you go to a jam,

these are tunes with which 80% of pickers will be familiar. So a very good starting point.

i completed the book recently and am joining in at the picking parties here in Nashville. This book is
a great work of classic standards with arrangements that are more advanced that most other

players typically learn. Outstanding!

| first bought the guitar version of this series and | love it! | bought the mandolin version for my

husband. We’ll be making beautiful music together!

This book has helped me advance in my playing. The transcriptions are accurate, very similar to (if
not the same as) what’s on the disc, and the song selection is good. Really accelerates the learning
process when the recorded music matches the transcription. By far the best book of the 4 I've tried.

Also, if you mute one audio channel, you hear the accompaniment only, which is great for practice.

This is a good selection of most of the baseline campfire bluegrass jam songs. The transcriptions
are clear tab and the arrangements are simple enough to get you started. The examples on the CD
are well played so you can gage your progress.|f you are new to bluegrass, or new to mandolin, this

collection will quickly get you up to speed.

A new Oak publ. music book, with plastic enclosed CD at the back. Very disappointed to find after



opening it, trying it on2 CD players otherwise working perfectly, that the CD played only guitar track,
and that just for seconds, otherwise it buzzed and whirred. | tried on 3 different occasions. Tell me if
there’s any way to replace the CD except start all over.
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